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looking first at the representation within the mind, to ques-
tion their reality and treat them as mere subjective affairs:
on the contrary, he conceived that such as we apprehend
them to be, such they are, i.e. cannot but be to every mind
capable of discerning the relations to which they refer.
Only, this objective belief he held as an assumption, guaran-
teed simply by t\it good faith of our own faculties; apart from
which he did not pretend to verify it, by any independent
application of the intellect to the necessary relations of
things. The ethical Realism which is Cudworth's starting-
point is Shaftesbury's goal: while the psychology which is
the sequel with the former, is the antecedent with the latter.

Of his ethical psychology a fair estimate can hardly be
formed, without first clearing away some misleading concep-
tions of it, which have obtained currency through writings
better known than his own. For those who know him only
at second-hand it is hardly possible to escape the impression,
that he explains away the authority of moral conviction, by
resolving it into some unauthontative experience or idea,
for this is the common assumption of his principal critics,
though they give by no means the same account of the type
of unmoral feeling in which he swallows up the independ-
ence of conscience.

I have already hinted at the prejudice which his use of
the word 'Sense* in combination with the epithet * Moral*
excited in the mind of Price; to whom it meant, only and
always, some passively received pleasure or pam, leaving
behind it a liking or disliking, operative no doubt as a
motive for the future, but a motive of mere self-interest.
Under the influence of this interpretation, Price protests
against degrading the apprehension of Right into a * relish*
and reducing the interval between the highest virtue and the
deepest depravity to a matter of taste; so that the most
shameles^ criminal would differ from a Marcus Aurelius or
an Alfred the Great, only as the carnivorous quadruped that
tears his meat raw differs from the fastidious biped who
prefers it cooked. It is impossible to carry this narrow